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Recommended reads for  teens

THE POET X 
By Elizabeth Acevedo 
Xiomara Batista feels u nheard and u nab le 
to h i de i n her Harlem neig hborhood, but she 
pou rs a l l her frustrati on and passi on i nto 
her writi ng and fi nds a way to use her voi ce 
when she is i nvited to jo i n her schoo l’s s lam 
poetry c lu b.  

SOLO 
By Kwame Alexander  
Seventeen-year-o ld B lade endeavors to 
reso lve pa i nfu l i ssues from h is past and 
navigate the cha l lenges of h is former 
rockstar father’s add i cti ons, scath i ng 
tab lo i d ru mors, and a protected secret that 
threatens h is own i dentity. 

SUMMER BIRD BLUE 
By Akemi Dawn Bowman 
After her you nger sister Lea d ies i n a car 
acci dent, Ru m i Seto is sent to l ive w ith her 
au nt i n Hawai i where the friendsh i p of both 
a teenage su rfer and an eig hty-year-o ld man 
hel p her write the song she and Lea never 
had the chance to fi n i sh. 

THE SIREN 
By Kiera Cass 
W hen Kah len was rescued from d rown i ng by 
the Ocean she began servi ng as a S i ren to 
repay her debt, but decades later she breaks 
the ru les by fa l l i ng i n love w ith a human and 
searches for a way to fo l l ow her heart and 
escape her cu rsed fate. 

EDGEWOOD 
By Kristen Ciccarelli 
W hen her g randfather d isappears, Emel i ne 
Lark enters the forest of Edgewood where 
she meets the fab led Wood Ki ng h i msel f and 
makes a fatefu l dea l w ith h i m: her voi ce for 
her g randfather’s freedom. 

FIREWORKS 
By Katie Cotugno 
W hen best friends Dana and O l ivi a are both 
chosen for a new pop si ng i ng g rou p, thei r 
friendsh i p i s stra i ned when the g ruel i ng 
practi ce and constant competiti on p its them 
aga i nst each other.

LOVE, JACARANDA 
By Alex Flinn 
W hen a vi deo of foster ki d Jacaranda si ng i ng 
goes vi ra l, a mysteri ous benefactor offers 
her a l i fe-chang i ng opportu n ity to attend a 
prestig i ous perform i ng arts board i ng schoo l, 
but she strugg les to keep the truth about 
her past h i dden wh i le navigati ng th is new 
world of wea l th and privi lege.

APPLE: SKIN TO THE CORE 
By Eric Gansworth 
I n th is memoi r, the author, who is of 
O nondaga heritage, shatters the slu r 
“App le” (someone who is “red on the outsi de, 
wh ite on the i nsi de”) and rec la i ms it i n 
verse, prose, and i magery that exp lores the 
horri b le legacy of government board i ng 
schoo ls, fam i ly separati on, and a you ng 
man fig hti ng to be an artist who ba lances 
mu l ti p le worlds. 



EXCUSE ME WHILE I UGLY CRY 
By Joya Goffney 
W hen Qu i nn’s private jou rna l goes m issi ng 
and her l i st of b iggest fears i s posted on l i ne 
w ith a cha l lenge to face each of them or 
else have the enti re jou rna l go pu b l i c, it’s 
ti me for Qu i nn to step i nto rea l l i fe, but 
she’s not goi ng qu ietly and fi nds hersel f 
worki ng to track down the b lackma i ler.

SING LIKE NO ONE’S LISTENING 
By Vanessa Jones 
Nettie Delany has just been accepted i nto a 
cutthroat perform i ng arts schoo l, but she 
hasn’t been ab le to si ng a si ng le note si nce 
her mother d ied.

SHINE 
By Jessica Jung 
Korean Ameri can Rachel Ki m has spent six 
years worki ng w ith DB Enterta i nment, one of 
Seou l’s largest K-pop labels, experienci ng the 
dark scanda ls of the i ndustry wh i le hop i ng 
to become a star, someth i ng K-pop star 
(and Rachel’s new crush) Jason Lee seems to 
u nderstand. 

LIKE A LOVE SONG 
By Gabriela Martins 
Brazi l i an pop star Nata l i e i s l ivi ng her d ream 
u nti l bei ng du mped on l ive televisi on sets off 
a PR n ig htmare that leads to fig hti ng for 
her career and taki ng on a fake boyfriend.

MOXIE 
By Jennifer Mathieu 
Vivian Carter i s fed u p w ith her h ig h 
schoo l—the sexist d ress codes, ha l l way 
harassment, and g ross comments from 
jocks—so she fig hts back by emu lati ng her 
former R i ot Grrrl mom to create a pu nk 
rock, fem i n i st zi ne that she anonymously 
d i stri butes, starti ng a revo luti on at schoo l.

SAY WHAT YOU WILL 
By Cammie McGovern 
Two teens are thrust i nto each other’s l ives 
when Amy, who was born w ith cerebra l 
pa lsy and needs a voi ce box to hel p her 
commu n i cate, takes Matthew on as her 
student a i de to hel p her navigate her sen i or 
year of h ig h schoo l. 

THE VICTORIA IN MY HEAD 
By Janelle Milanes 
Shy fifteen-year-o ld Cu ban Ameri can 
Vi ctoria Cruz feels trapped by the monotony 
of ma i nta i n i ng her scho larsh i p to her 
prestig i ous co l lege prep schoo l, but the 
chance to jo i n a rock band i n need of a lead 
si nger g ives her the opportu n ity to confront 
her anxieties, fi nd love and d isappoi ntment, 
and create a new p lay l i st for her l i fe.

BLACK CANARY: BREAKING 
SILENCE 
By Alexandra Monir 
I n a Gotham City overtaken by the si n i ster 
Cou rt of Ow ls, teen D i nah Lance is beg i nn i ng 
to d iscover that her voi ce i s powerfu l and 
can hel p other women and g i rls, but she 
must a lso contend w ith her po l i ce offi cer 
father’s desi re to keep her safe.

SUNCATCHER 
By Jose Pimienta 
After musi c ian Beatriz d i scovers that her 
g randfather’s sou l i s trapped i n h is gu itar, 
she becomes determ i ned to get h i m out, 
but the on ly way to free h i m is to p lay the 
perfect song—h is perfect song, wh i ch he 
never actua l l y wrote down. 

SOMEBODY EVERYBODY 
LISTENS TO 
By Suzanne Supplee 
U pon g raduati ng from h ig h schoo l i n the 
ti ny town of Starl i ng, Tennessee, asp i ri ng 
cou ntry si nger Retta Lee Jones manages to 
get hersel f to Nashvi l l e, where, i n sp ite of 
some bad luck and hard ti mes, she tries to 
persevere i n pu rsu i ng her d reams.

RUNNING 
By Natalia Sylvester 
Cu ban Ameri can teen Mari i s reluctantly put 
i n the spotl i g ht when her senator father 
ru ns for presi dent, and even thoug h she 
wants to su pport h i m, she is beg i nn i ng 
to rea l ize that he may not be the man she 
thoug ht he was.

IMPOSSIBLE MUSIC 
By Sean Williams 
I n a c lass for the new ly deaf, former 
musi c ian S i mon meets G and h is quest to 
create an enti re ly new form of musi c hel ps 
h i m better u nderstand her, h i msel f, and h is 
relati onsh i p to the heari ng world.


